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Dario Castagno, Robert Rodi : Too Much Tuscan Sun: Confessions Of A Chianti Tour Guide  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Too Much Tuscan Sun: Confessions Of A 
Chianti Tour Guide: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Can't get enough Tuscan SunBy Kerry L PhillipsMy only problem 
with this book is that I read "Too much Tuscan Wine", also from Dario Castagno before I read this earlier written 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0762736704


book. The growth of Dario as an author and story teller was so obvious in reading his latter book before the former. 
Too Much Tuscan Sun was very good. Easily readable for both veteran travelers to Tuscany as well as those looking 
for an initial life changing vacation. It gives a humorous depiction of the different types of tourists, and what they 
expect of a tour guide when contracting for his services, as well as a very thoughtful discussion of how differently 
Europeans and American's view the world.Start with his first book and read them in order. You will not only 
appreciate the latter stories better by having the background of the earlier books, but will also appreciate the growth of 
this wonderful author.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Entertaining and enlighteningBy P. S. 
GarmonAs an American who loves Italy, Dario's accounts of his many tourist escapades are both humorous and 
embarrassing. The stories of some of his clients' demands and selfishness are sad and disturbing , although I know they 
are quite true. As I read some of the comments made by his American clients, I could clearly hear those words 
spewing from their mouths and felt sadness and embarrassment by their total lack of consideration for his beautiful 
country and it's customs. Anyone contemplating foreign travel should read this book and try to refrain from being so 
thoughtless when in another country. I enjoyed Dario's explanations of his Sienese culture and now see Sienna in a 
new and different way, l look forward to visiting it again soon and would love join Dario on his adventures through the 
Chianti countryside.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Good read for Tour GuidesBy Kelsey 
TonnerI've had the pleasure of going on multiple tours with Dario, and there is no question he is a phenomenal tour 
guide. His humour is present throughout this book and it was a pleasure to read on my kindle while travelling in Italy. 
Recommended for any tour guides looking to see the trials and tribulations you occasionally face in the hospitality 
industry.Another great resource for any aspiring tour guides or tour managers out there is Be a Better Guide (dot) com. 
There are loads of free tour guide training videos and a whole community of tour guides sharing best practices and 
insider info.Thanks for the great read Dario!Kelsey TonnerFounder - Be a Better Guide Project

Best Easy Day Hikes Eugene, Or includes concise descriptions of the best short hikes in the area, with detailed maps 
of the routes. The 20 hikes in this guide are generally short, easy to follow, and guaranteed to please.

From Publishers WeeklyUnlike Under the Tuscan Sun and the flood of cookbooks touting the delights of the Tuscan 
table, this endearing, lightweight memoir was written by a native of the area. The author recounts the history and 
character of Chianti—the famous wine region at Tuscany's geographic and cultural heart—and shares his most 
unforgettable experiences working as a Chianti tour guide for more than 12 years. Raised in Britain, Castagno began 
exploring Chianti's countryside as a teenager and fell in love with its dilapidated farmhouses, abandoned in Italy's post-
WWII period of industrialization; for him, their stone walls, terracotta roofs and chestnut beams formed "well nigh 
irresistible" windows into Tuscany's romantic past. As a guide, he shared these journeys with his clients, most of them 
Americans, including T.T., an overly curious businessman for whom a winery visit "was like taking a child to a 
chocolate factory"; and an Alabama couple who, sweetly, tried to set Castagno up with their daughter. The farmhouses 
were also the site of Castagno's startling encounter with a couple of teenage artists and subsequent discovery about 
Tonio, a local, 94-year-old love machine. Castagno delivers his life story in simple, honest, heartfelt terms, though, 
unfortunately for readers, there are few true surprises or insights. It's brain candy to be enjoyed with a bottle of red. 
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From the Back 
CoverRecent years have seen a virtual flood of books about Tuscany?first-person accounts about Americans trying to 
do American things in Italy and bumping up against a centuries-old stone wall of tradition. It's only fair that we now 
hear a native Tuscan's side of the story. Who better to provide that view than Dario Castagno, a British-born, Tuscan-
raised tour guide who has spent more than a decade leading Americans into the heart of Tuscany's Chianti region. In 
this lively, candid memoir, Dario looks at the Americans who have stormed through his life and his homeland. Some 
tested his sanity, others became lifelong friends. With wry humor and affection, Dario recalls some of his more 
remarkable clients?the delightful, the vain, the silly, the ignorant, the ambitious, the amorous, the condescending, the 
lovely, and the outright crazy. He also shares an account of his own life and times?his transformation from bohemian 
layabout to thriving tour guide?and offers an enchanting introduction to the charms of Tuscany over the course of a 
year. Through his company, Chianti Rooster Tours, Dario Castagno guides small groups of visitors to his favorite 
spots in the Chianti region of Italy. He belongs to Siena's Caterpillar contrada, which in 2003 won the Palio?the wildly 
popular bareback horse race that takes place in Siena each summer. 


