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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Virtual Visit to TibetBy Dennis W.This book is the story of an 
incredible journey into Tibet when foreign travel was not permitted and before the Chinese totally brutalized the 
country. It is a travel log, but the scenes set and the images presented will remain long past the reading of the book. 
For instance, the description of the Himalayas once the author was on the other side, or the pink salt at the mountain 
lakes, or how you can stand in shadow and sun and receive frostbite on one leg and sunburn on the other, and many 
more scenes of this kind. The capstone of the story was his arrival into Lhasa, the description of the city, and meeting 
the Dhalia Lama.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. HistoricalBy Robert E. FriedrichsThis book is both 
historically significant and high adventure. I was fortunate to receive a first edition that was in great condition.4 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. Fantastic Adventure Travel from the great age of explorers.By A 
CustomerThis is the true story of the first westerner to enter inner Tibet with the exception of a military expedition. 
McGovern, turned back at the border, dyes his skin and puts lemon drops in his blue eyes to disguise himself as a 
porter. Discovered in Lhasa, threatened with execution, he is befriended by the Dalai Lhama. McGovern speaks 
Tibetan, is a student of Budhism (in fact had been a Buddhist monk), and casts a unique eye on another world. A 
world that, by the time of Heinrich Harrar, had already changed dramatically.

1924. Illustrated with Photographs. This is a record of adventures, and of achievements in the face of supposedly 
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insuperable obstacles, which is thrilling by reason of the size and color and significance of the events. Tibet and 
especially Lhasa, its capital city, is guarded from outsiders by fanatic natives, and the country is further guarded by the 
giant mountain ranges that hem it in. No white man before Dr. McGovern ever got through the icebound Himalayan 
passes in the winter, and no white man before him ever contrived to live in Lhasa long enough to photograph and 
study the Tibetans at close range. A party made up to go to Tibet, of which Dr. McGovern was one, was stopped at 
Syangtse and told to go back. All the rest of the party turned in their tracks and dropped down into India. Dr. 
McGovern, accompanied only by his servant Satan, continued in disguise into Tibet, arriving ultimately after a series 
of almost incredible hardships in Lhasa itself. He interviewed the Dalai Lama and other officials and functionaries, 
studied the people and took innumerable photographs. An amazing tale sure to enthrall the reader.


