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Chris Bird : To Catch a Tartar: Notes from the Caucasus  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised To Catch a Tartar: Notes from the Caucasus: 

Sergey Novikov, a colonel and Arabist in the KGB, warned Chris Bird in 1993 not to go to the Caucasus, telling him 
he would be shot or kidnapped down the first side street. Bird ignored his friend's advice and took his young family to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0719565065


the Georgian capital, Tblisi, where he worked as a young reporter. The nights were broken by gunfire and the anarchy 
on the streets was reminiscent of revolutionary Russia - Russian soldiers driving off to the front, bringing to mind the 
armies of War and Peace.

'A captivating read' -- Anthony Sattin, Sunday Times 'Instructive and erudite' -- New Statesman 'Bird [has] tackled 
with courage and intelligence a region which has always fascinated Westerners by its physical beauty and by the spirit 
of its peoples' -- Times Literary Supplement 'Highly readable' -- Literary About the AuthorChris Bird has over twenty-
five years of horticultural teaching experience in guiding learners through the complete suite of Royal Horticultural 
Society (RHS) qualifications, together with other horticultural qualifications including the BTEC National Diploma 
and City and Guilds Subsidiary, Diploma and Extended Diploma. He has co-ordinated Sparsholt College's Chelsea 
Flower Show educational gardens for the past fourteen years, winning fourteen RHS show medals, including five at 
gold level, and has written articles for a number of gardening magazines. 


