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J. Barrington-Johnson : The Zoo: The Story of London Zoo  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Zoo: The Story of London Zoo: 

The Zoo is a unique, fascinating, and often amusing history of London Zoo, illustrated with over 70 images. London 
Zoo had its beginnings in 1826 when Sir Stamford Raffles founded the Zoological Society of London. It was to have a 
number of "celebrity" animals over the years, including a hippopotamus called Obaysch, much visited by Queen 
Victoria; Winnie, an exceptionally tame bear who gave A.A. Milne the inspiration for Winnie-the-Pooh's name; and 
Chi-Chi, the Giant panda, who refused to breed but instead made advances to the eminent zoologist, Desmond Morris.

About the Author'Barrie' Barrington-Johnson has been fascinated by animals and by London Zoo since he was a boy. 
He studied zoology to BSc level and has been a Fellow of ZSL (Zoological Society of London) since the age of 21. He 
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is one of the original zoo volunteers, a member of the Society's Education Committee and was on the Society's 
Council for fourteen years. He also chaired the committee which proposed the way forward for London Zoo after the 
difficult financial period of 1990/1. 


