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Paul Gogarty : The Water Road: An Odyssey by Narrowboat Through England's Waterways  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Water Road: An Odyssey by 
Narrowboat Through England's Waterways: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It made me feel like I was making the trip with himBy S SmithIt 
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made me feel like I was making the trip with him. It seemed very realistic and did not gloss over any ugliness. At 
those times, I was glad I was only reading along, and not having to deal with juvenile delinquents pitching rocks at me 
while the narrowboat slowly crept past them. Still, there was enough wonder that I would like to make parts of the 
trip.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good read about English canalsBy Alan H. McArdleI've not 
quite finished the book but recommend it strongly to anyone who wants to get a sense of what travel along the canals 
is like. There are numerous digressions into the history of the canal system, talks with entertaining people he met on 
the way, all of which are amusing and often informative. The author has a habit of sometimes stretching a bit too far 
with metaphor and simile but his enthusiasm and love for the canals is very clear. I read most of the book while 
traveling on a narrow boat over many of the same places Gogarty visited. A very worthwhile companion as a book and 
Gogarty himself comes across as someone I'd like to meet.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Just 
FabulousBy Richard S. MelhuishCould not put this down. I am fascinated with the Inland Waterways of England and 
this book was totally addictive, worth every penny. Not just a travelogue, a book that got me thinking about more than 
narrowboats. Two thumbs up!

To escape the noise and trouble of modern life, acclaimed travel writer Paul Gogarty decided to spend four months 
navigating the maze of canals linking the Thames with the Severn. In this captivating account, Paul discovers a world 
no less enchanted than Alice's—a secret network as powerful as lay lines. On this journey across the face of 
England—a hidden garden filled with kingfishers and colorful narrowboats, glorious sunshine, and sleeting rain—he 
weaves a mesmerizing tale packed with drama, hilarious encounters, and illuminating reflection as he revels in the 
canal network's second golden age following a century of neglect.

About the AuthorPaul Gogarty has contributed to the Daily Express, Daily Telegraph, the Guardian, the Sunday 
Times, and The Times. He is travel editor for Cosmopolitan magazine and the author of The Coast Road. 


