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A. J. Mackinnon : The Unlikely Voyage of Jack De Crow: A Mirror Odyssey from North Walesto the Black
Sea before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Unlikely
Voyage of Jack De Crow: A Mirror Odyssey from North Wales to the Black Sea:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Thoroughly Enjoyable.By RichardLiving totally on Social Security


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1574091522

most of the books | download from are the free ones, but since I'm contemplating a single-handed voyage starting on
Lake Champlain in Vermont and ending in Mobile, Alabama via canals, three of the Great L akes and much of the
Mississippi river on adlightly larger boat than Jack de Crow (19-feet) | bet the bullet and shelled out the shekels for
this book. | was NOT DISAPPOINTED.Not only did | enjoy the story itself, but | loved Mackinnon's wry humor.If |
could I'd add another 1/2 star, but five star books really need to blow my socks off.0 of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Unlikely But BrilliantBy Userl loved this book! | would have given it five stars and atiger except it
rushes through the eastern European, final part of the author's amazing trek by paddle, oar and quant from Wales to the
Black Sea. | rushed through that part too so | could learn how the author got away from the hoodla (plural of hoodlum)
who kidnapped him. | think both of us, the author and I, were in a hurry by then to complete the experience. Or maybe
he was pushed along by the mighty Danube at a speed too fast to allow for reflection. Clearly the trek was grueling
and | think the author's magnificent narrative powers made me feel something of his exhaustion. The author is funny,
insightful and helpful to those who would learn how to row through Europe. | suppose | never will do so, but | have
benefited by reading this splendid account by this brilliant writer. My thanks go out to him for his having written this
wonderful narrative and my recommendation goes out to all who might read this book to do so0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. What was posible before our Safety legislated rules kept us homeBy giselle marchantThis
book came up on an unrelated search and the foolishness of the trip peaked my interest, thinking it was ahow NOT to
attempt an adventure. In reality it is abook about pushing the boundries; persona and socialy expected. Small goals
turning into an epic trip. This book cronicals the help of strangers and new friends beyond expectation. The author
writes without reservation about his lack of knowledge and skills, but overcomes all problems with an easygoing
optimists style, by planning for the worst and hoping for the best. A good read about an average person taking on a
small trip in which he and the trip grow from page to page thanks to the help of others. A great contrast to the safety
contious world we live in today.

Equipped with his cheerful optimism and a pith helmet, this Odysseus in a dinghy takes you with him from the borders
of north Wales to the Black Sea - 4,900 kilometers over salt and fresh water, under sail, at oars, or at the end of atow
rope - through twelve countries, 282 locks, and numerous trials and adventures, including an encounter with Balkan
pirates.

From Library JournalMore nutty stunts come from the British Isles than from anywhere else on earth, and the
escapade Australian-born Mackinnon recounts here is as addled as anyone's. One day, he stepped into a dinghy,
intending to sail afew hundred miles down the Severn River, stopping at pubs and having alark for afew days. He
named his little craft Jack de Crow in honor of his childhood dream of owning atame crow (not a cuckoo?). To make
ashort story even shorter, he passed up most of the pubsin England, almost got gored by a bull, sank Jack in a
drunken stupor, patched the little boat back up, battled pirates, and landed in Romania. L oaded with self-deprecating
humor and one giddy adventure after another, this fun account of Mackinnon's voyage is definitely for armchair
travelers. asit is highly unlikely that anyone would be wacky enough to use this book as a guide to try asimilar stunt.
Highly recommended for all public libraries.Joseph L. Carlson, Allan Hancock Coll., CACopyright 2002 Reed
Business Information, Inc. ...[a] blend of high adventure, immeasureable charm and comedy... (Latitudes Attitudes)...a
wonderful ideafor abook--a series of ever bolder improvisations...undertaken in praise of the spirit of adventure.
(Times Literary Supplement)...one of the most original and entertaining books on sailing and voyaging to come out in
years. (Sailing)...the cavalier attitude, wit, and romanticism of this book are enough to capture the heart of any
adventurer... (WaterCraft)...will have you alternately laughing and shaking your head in disbelief at the brilliant
insanity of theill-defined quest. (Cruising World) There are as many ways to live aboard as there are boats that float.
Some sailors take a more Spartan approach. Mackinnon took this latter style to its perhapsillogical extreme, when he
sailed a Mirror dinghy from Wales to the Black Sea. The Mirror is about 11 feet long, and is used primarily as a sail
trainer by instructors who believe in giving students lots of stringsto pull; it has agunter mainsail, atiny jib and atoy
spinnaker. | can't imagine aless suitable vessel for atrip across Europe, but this voyage provided the materia for a
fascinating book.The author borrowed the little boat from the secondary school where he had been teaching, intent on
abrief holiday before leaving England. But, seduced by hisinitia successin battling down small brooks and drainage
ditches to the River Severn, he continued on, powered only by oars and that small mainsail, wearing his trademark pith
helmet. His achievements encouraged him...and even his frequent disasters proved motivational once he figured out
ways to overcome them.Eventually, he reached a port on the English Channel and discovered to his surprise that no
onein aposition of authority was inclined to forbid him from crossing. So away he went, and fortune preserved him
despite a serious navigation error. Once across the Channel, it was clear sailing to the Black Sea. Over the course of
this great adventure, he sailed or rowed through 12 countries and 282 locks.Readers may be inclined to dismiss
Mackinnon as the sort of amusing, colorful, harmless eccentric famously produced by England, although the author is
not English. But there's more to it than that. In his miniscule boat, Mackinnon was not only close to the water, he was
close to the hearts of those who saw him rowing his way east, and he was taken in, repaired, fed, and generally treated



with great affection by those he met on his voyage.Mackinnon has a pleasant outgoing personality, and he writes with
the sort of stylish flair you might expect from aliterature teacher. However, the smallness of his boat was probably the
largest factor in attracting so much kindness from the strangers along his route. Sometimes he slept under atarp on the
damp floorboards, but more often he stayed with newfound friends. (Living Aboard)"This amiable book is about what
can, but probably should not, be attempted in a Mirror dinghy...The experience is by turns cheering and terrifying, but
always met with humor and described with style...It's the sort of book people buy in quantities to give to their friends."
(Classic Boat)L oaded with self-deprecating humor and one giddy adventure after another, this fun account of
Mackinnon's voyage is definitely for armchair travelers. asit is highly unlikely that anyone would be wacky enough to
use this book as aguide to try asimilar stunt. Highly recommended for al public libraries. (Library Journal)About the
AuthorA.J. Mackinnon was born in Australiain 1963. He got hDiplomain Education and a Bachelor of Artsin
English Literature, Linguistics and Anglo-Saxon from the University of Adelaide. His teaching career started at
Westminster school, Adelaide, where he taught English and Dramafor four years. AFter thistime he traveled overland
England by yacht, hitch-hiking, river-canoe and even horseback-spending a brief time in a Chinese prison after
accidentally swimming into China and being attacked by Komodo Dragons, amongst other experiences.In England he
taught at Sherborne and Cheltenham before becoming Head of Drama at Ellesmere College, Shropshire, where he also
taught English. From Ellesmere he launched his unlikely voyage aboard his dinghy Jack de Crow. Heis currently
teaching English and Drama at Geelong Grammar School in Australia where he also coaches sailing.



