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Lindon Bates jr. : The Russian road to China  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Russian road to China: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Old travel writingBy Benjamin TrovatoThe basic idea of these 
things is that a writer or journalist goes to some place unusual and describes its history, geography, politics, his 
personal experiences, the people he meets and anything else that might be interesting. There are hundreds of these 
things and they usually become obsolete in 10 or 20 years. In the winter of 1908 Bates took the Trans-Siberian 
Railway to east of Lake Baikal, south by sledge to the Mongolian border and south by tarantass to Urga (Ulan Bator). 
His view of the Russians is like most contemporary accounts was probably borrowed. He seems to have used French 
and some Russian in Siberia and had a translator in Mongolia. He found the Mongols simple and friendly and the 
Chinese aloof and inscrutable. Some parts appear to be fictionalized and the prose is a bit purple. Underlying the 
whole book is the idea that the Russians would probably move south into Mongolia and build a railroad southeast to 
the coast. It is interesting to see what the world looked like a hundred years ago. At ten bucks it is worth the money if 
you like this sort of thing.

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections such as missing 
or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original artifact, or were introduced by 
the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and despite the imperfections, have elected to bring 
it back into print as part of our continuing commitment to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate 
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your understanding of the imperfections in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.


