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Martin Dunford, Jack Holland, Phil Lee: The Rough Guideto Holland, 2nd Edition (Rough Guidetothe
Netherlands) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The
Rough Guide to Holland, 2nd Edition (Rough Guide to the Netherlands):

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. The rough guide was rough readingBy CGAfter years of visiting


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1858285410

family in the Netherlands and visiting obvious tourist attractions, | felt it was time to find a guide to help me unearth
those not so noticeable sights. | quickly discovered that it was challenging to locate a book that focuses solely on the
Netherlands. Then | stumbled upon the Rough Guide to the Netherlands. | thought | had finally discovered the ideal
comprehensive Dutch travel book. But after opening the beautifully photographed cover, | dove into the introduction
only to find the following statement, "Indeed for such a small and accessible country, the Netherlandsis, apart from
Amsterdam, relatively unknown territory." Unfortunately, | did not find that this book helped to dispel this myth and
encourage travel anywhere outside of Amsterdam.By the tone of the writing, it felt as though the writer(s) had a
negative image of this country even before writing a sentence. They overlooked many of the quaint, personal aspects
of this country, aswell as many of the attractions that | considered obvious placesto visit. | was able to attain more
useful information about citiesin the Netherlands from my outdated copy of Let's Go Europe 1994, which covers
information on over adozen countries in just one book.In the back of the Rough Guide, thereis a section of assorted
English/Dutch trandlations, which can be extremely helpful for travelers. They list simple termslike hello, good-bye,
thank you, etc and important translations for questions like, "where is the bathroom?'If you are looking for atravel
book to list a handful of plain-as-the-nose-on-your-face attractions in Amsterdam, then you found your book. If you
are looking for an al-inclusive guide to aid your explorations throughout the Netherlands, thisis not it. Unfortunately,
at the time of writing thisreview, | have not found a book | can recommend and | am also sad to say thisisthefirst
book that | will return to .26 of 26 people found the following review helpful. There are better guides to Holland than
thisBy Kirkl discovered The Rough Guide serieslast year when | was dazzled by their guide to Thailand. By
comparing the Holland version to that one, however, 1'd say TRG has dropped the ball in The Netherlands. Whereas
TRG Thailand approaches its subject at a subdued level of wonder, the Holland writers seem to have gone about their
itinerary by suppressing their interest in anything outside of Amsterdam or art museums. Forget subdued, it'sasif the
authors burned out in the capital, and a mummified expedition dragged their feet through the polders out of a need to
comply with the terms of their contract. Humbug quotes from famous writers set the tone for chapters on cities they
dislike. Many of the towns they cover are evaluated with Amsterdam as their benchmark: Utrecht - "just a half-hour
from Amsterdam, all the brashness and vitality of the capital is absent;" The Hague - "[the city's] older buildings are a
rather modest collection with little of Amsterdam's flamboyance." A measly six pages are devoted to Rotterdam, none
of which mention the city's uppermost nightlife (for the sake of comparison, Michelin's guide gives Rotterdam
twenty). Furthermore, parks and recreation get little or no air time. Nothing is mentioned in the way of The Hague's
many forests and dune parks. If you obeyed only this guide, you wouldn't know that sky diving, among other sports, is
offered in the Frisian Islands.| do enjoy the voice of the Rough Guides, that of adiscerning traveller, and the gray
informational sections detailing national custom are usually right on target. As expected, each of these signature
features can be found here. But if you want a comprehensive guide to The Netherlands, for recreation nightlife as well
as Amsterdam museums, you might look elsewhere. 1'd start with Michelin.13 of 13 people found the following review
helpful. Thereis aHolland outside Amsterdam! By I. J. J. Nieuwlandlit is always dangerousto criticize atravel guide
to aplace you have always lived, but reading this guide once again confronted me with the prevailing prejudice that
Holland (the Netherlands) equals Amsterdam. Allow meto let you in on alittle secret: it doesn't.Personally, | don't
care for Amsterdam that much: much of it is anoisy, messy, tourist trap filled with people you would prefer to avoid.
Outside the capital life is generally much more gentle. However, there is enough hustle and bustle to be found in the
nightlife of Rotterdam, Utrecht, or Groningen.The problem isthat you are unlikely to experience those places after
having read this guide. Often it reads like an extension of the RG to Amsterdam, showing an unwillingness on the part
of the researches to take the long one-hour train journey to Utrecht or Rotterdam and take in those places. Although |
generally prefer this series over Lonely Planet, my adviceis to take the 'other' guide to the Netherlands if you're really
interested in travelling outside Amsterdam

This handbook to Holland presents accounts of all thereisto do and see. It includes reviews of where to stay, eat and
drink, from Amsterdam's designer bars tot he small-town cafes of provincial Holland. There is also a discussion of
Holland's history, art and literature.

.com "Authoritative and opinionated, this series can't be beat,” extols the Chicago Tribune of the Rough Guide's lively
collection of guidebooks, including their first-edition Holland manual. Looking beyond truckloads of tulips and wistful
windmills, these three rough guiders--Dunford, Holland (he should know his stuff) and L ee--take you mucking
through the mud to the Frisian Islands, biking to the Biesboschmuseum nature reserve, lurking around the fish houses
of Urk, and gulping Gulpener beer in Gulpen. Along with essential coverage of placesto eat, sleep, and meet, you'll
learn a polder isan area of land reclaimed from the sea, a spoor isatrain station platform, aVVV isatourist
information office, agracht isacanal, beiaard are carillon chimes, and afietspad is a bike path. The Rough Guide's
penchant for using boldface type for words like meal, beer, bus, opening hours, payment, campsite, and the names of
local towns and attractionsis a useful way to help the traveler quickly glean the appropriate information from each
chapter. In addition to a concise presentation of Dutch history, art, and literature, the authors provide useful reviews of



the sites and charms of the larger towns like Amsterdam, Haarlem, Leiden, and Delft.About the AuthorMartin Dunford
and Jack Holland were part of Rough Guides founding team in the early 1980's, after both graduating from University
of Kent. They have since co-written several other guides in the Rough Guides series.



