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Penelope Dyan : The Rain in Spain---A Kid's Guide to Barcelona, Spain  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Rain in Spain---A Kid's Guide to Barcelona, Spain: 

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Complete disappointmentBy tiny trio travel talesWe are taking our 
three children to Spain and Switzerland this summer. My sister lives in Barcelona and we are excited to introduce the 
little ones to this amazing city. But sadly, this book does it no justice. The content seems an afterthought, the pictures 
lack any visual interest and it shows children nothing of value about Barcelona. The picture of a Mc Donald's is an 
unfortunate statement that feeds the notion of how unworldly and uncultured Americans are by assuming that this 
"restaurant" is what children from the United States will recognize. I am amazed this ever found a publisher. Don't 
waste your money. Prepare your children for a trip to Barcelona with books about Miro, Picasso and Gaudi. Buy a 
Catalan cookbook, teach them a few words in Spanish (if this is a new language) and play some music. This book is 
rubbish.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Major disappointment!By mmebdI bought this book for my 
elementary Spanish class. I agree with the reviewer who said it seems to be written for toddlers! I found very little 
educational value and the book did nothing to showcase the wonderful city of Barcelona. It didn't even use all 32 
pages available for a picture book - there were blank pages at the end. I wanted to introduce my students to Gaudi's 
architecture through photos from a child's picture book - not possible here! Catchy title with lots of potential, but a 
major disappointment and waste of a lot of money!7 of 9 people found the following review helpful. 
MisrepresentedBy jI could not agree more with the previous reviewer. I have never before reviewed a product I've 
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purchased on , but this item is absolutely valueless. I bought it thinking that it would stir the imagination and 
enthusiasm of my 8 year old daughter for an upcoming trip to Barcelona. The book is so inadequate that I would not 
even show it to her. The writing seems to be aimed at toddlers (who would not have an independent interest in 
Barcelona anyway), and the pictures are generally uninspiring and in some instances embarassing -- with all of the 
city's treasures, the authors devote a full page photo to McDonalds!?! Not worth $1 let alone over $10.

This book is recommended by 'Simply Hotels' and the edicational website 'Maisey Goes To Barcelona.' It is a child's 
picture book, and sometimes even older children and adults enjoy reading it and looking at the pictures. Children can 
add things to the book (if they like) and write in the book and on the blank pages at the end of the book, and Penelope 
Dyan encourages them to do so to make the book their very own. It is a guide for the very young with colorful 
photographs of a walk down La Ramba (the heart of Barcelona) to the statue of Christopher Columbus pointing the 
way to America. There are reminders of home for those who feel a little homesick, and there is a video on YouTube 
that goes along with this book. Author Penelope Dyan is recognized by Kindercare, Girls Voices In Literature 
Database (Miami University, Florida) and the AU Pukeke recommended reading list places her books in the top ten 
best books for girls on two different lists! Penelope Dyan also has two of her children's books on display in the Saison 
Poetry Library, Southbank Centre, London, chosen by the UK Arts Council. Southbank Centre is the largest arts center 
in the entire world, and very few authors outside the UK are placed in this library. ( And these are only a few of her 
honors and awards.) You need to utilize all you can when you are teaching young children, and this book will keep the 
yawns and the complaints away when traveling because as one reviewer in an Istanbul, Turkey newspaper noted, these 
authors truly see through the eyes of a child and know how to keep their interest.


