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Iseabail MacLeod : The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Scotland  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Scotland: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A superb basic referenceBy Midwest Book ReviewThe Illustrated 
Encyclopedia of Scotland is a straightforward reference filled with place names, historical figures, Scottish terms and 
more that one is likely to encounter when studying Scotland's history and present-day circumstances. Full-color yet 
moderately small illustrations, one on each page, add a visual touch to a small handful of the entries. The entries are of 
course listed in alphabetical order, and most of them are quite brief, succinctly summarizing the topic in a single 
paragraph. A superb basic reference, especially for those who need to be able to digest the significance of a term 
related to Scotland in a bare minimum of time.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good information 
source for those interested in ScotlandBy Harold McFarlandScotland is a country with a lot of history and therefore a 
lot of stuff to be included in an encyclopedia. This book attempts to include as much information as possible within 
the confines of a single volume work. On the one hand it is great because you end up with a single volume with entries 
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for just about anything you would want to look up. On the other hand because there are so many entries many of them 
are not a very thorough treatment of the subject. The book actually ends up with such short entries that it actually 
seems to fall somewhere between a dictionary and an encyclopedia, more than a dictionary entry, less than an 
encyclopedic entry. With the occasional longer article that is very well done and more in line with a traditional 
encyclopedic entry, lots of photos, and listings for just about everything, every place, and everyone with links to 
Scottish history The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Scotland is still a recommended read for anyone interested in Scotland.

Book by MacLeod, Iseabail

From BooklistThose looking for concise information on the history, geography, culture, economy, and politics of 
Scotland can turn to this volume, which provides entries on a variety of topics. Arranged in alphabetical order, the 
entries range in size from one or two sentences to a page or more for major topics, such as Edinburgh, Golf, and 
Scottish Enlightenment. Historical figures, such as Mary, Queen of Scots and William Wallace, have entries, as do 
modern figures, such as J. K. Rowling and Rod Stewart. Most of the articles are concise, briefly identifying the subject 
and cross-referencing related material. Most of the more than 240 illustrations are in vivid color; almost every major 
castle, town, and geographic feature entry is accompanied by a photograph. The volume ends with maps of current 
unitary authorities, a calendar of festivals, a list of societies and organizations, and additional readings arranged by 
subject.The main problem with the encyclopedia is the superficial coverage found in many of the entries. For example, 
the entry Eaglesham mentions the landing of Rudolf Hess, and on the following page there is a picture of the wreckage 
of his plane, but the entry does not explain why the event was important. Though this volume is not a resource for in-
depth information, attractive design and a reasonable price would make it a good browsing item in public libraries that 
need a reference volume on Scotland and don't already own the larger Collins Encyclopedia of Scotland (rev. ed., 
2001). Abbie Vestal LandryCopyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved 


