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Duncan Williamson : The Horsieman: Memoirsof a Traveller 1928-58 before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Horsieman: Memoirs of a Traveller 1928-58:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Traveling with a Scots TravellerBy James J. Callaway Jr.Wonderful
memoir of the great Scots traveller storyteller Duncan Williamson. His time was at the close of the era of horse, and
foot, travel and each day was a new opportunity for adventure. The traveller horse culture is fascinating.... gone with

the gypsy laddie-o
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Some travellers stuck more to one area. But Johnnie Townsley, my mother's father, travelled all over. He walked along
with a handcart and went to Inverness, Elgin, right down into Ayrshire and down to Dumfries. He travelled all through
Fife, Angus and Perthshire - no, not in the wintertime, just in the summertime. But you see, he was a piper and a horse
was no good to him. He played his bagpipes in the summertime, by the shooting lodges, big houses, hotels and that.
And then he came back home to Argyll for the winter. In the summertime he took off again with his family. Duncan
Williamson was the son, grandson and great grandson of nomadic tinsmiths, basket makers, pipers and storytellers. In
this book he describes hislife as atraveller with verve, candour and intimacy, recounting a childhood spent on the
shores of Loch Fyne, work on the small hill farmsin the summer, walking with barrows and prams and later with
horse and cart, the length and breadth of Scotland. He recalls camping with hundreds of traveller families from the
1940s to the 1960s, his marriage to his cousin, Jeanie Townsley, and al the various traditional skills and arts which
must be perfected for aman to maintain his family adequately. The Horsieman is also the story of traditions long
vanished - of traveller trades, of building tents, of routes travelled and traditional camping sites, of stories, songs,
music and cures which have been the heritage and tradition of travelling people in Scotland through the ages. Set
mainly in Argyll, Tayside and all stationsin between, Duncan Williamson's story is told with great warmth and
humour and in the inimitable style of one Scotland's master storytellers.

"... bearer of therichest oral tradition in Europe' - The Glasgow Herald 'Duncan is afirst-class storyteller.' - Northern
TimesAbout the AuthorWith over ten books to his name, Duncan Williamson is both one of the last and best known of
Scotland's traveller storytellers. His autobiography tells for the first time his own story of hislife asatraveller,
hawking his wares, collecting stories, and travelling through Scotland. He now livesin Fife. Thisisthe first paperback
edition of The Horsieman, which was first published in 1994 by Canongate.



