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Norman Lewis : The Honoured Society: The Sicilian Mafia Observed  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Honoured Society: The Sicilian Mafia Observed: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Ronald L. Robertsontrue origin of mafia from midevil 
times. doesn't glorify or moralize4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. No glamour in this SocietyBy 
Terry5555Norman Lewis' book the Honoured Society tells the real, sordid and cruel story of the Mafia in Sicily just 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0907871488


after WWII. If you read this book, the glamourization ofthe Mafia in the Godfather and the Sopranos should sicken 
you.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Great stories from 1930s and 1940sBy CustomerIt's a great book 
if you want to learn a social background of Mafia support in 1930s till 1950s. Please remember the book was 
published in 1960s and updated in early 1980s, so the last 20 years are missing.

Norman Lewis is felt by many to be England's finest living travel writer. He has written a dozen travel books and 
many novels. Here he brilliantly dissects the Mafia, past and present, combining history, sociology, suspense, horror, 
and superb travel writing. Originally published in 1964, Lewis describes how, after Mussolini came close to 
destroying the Mafia, the U.S. Army returned them to power in 1944. Henceforth, they infiltrated every aspect of 
Sicilian life, corrupting landowners, the police, the judiciary, and even the church. In one of the most astonishing 
chapters, Lewis tells the story of how an eighty-year old priest led his monks on escapades of murder and extortion, 
frequently using the confessional box for transmitting threats. Lewis exposes its origins, its code of honor, its secrecy, 
and its brutality. The Honoured Society is the perfect companion for any traveler to Sicily, and a gripping armchair 
read.

"It's pre-Godfather, but still the best book ever written on the Mafia, soaked in terribilita and reported by a 
master."About the AuthorNorman Lewis is England's finest, living travel writer. He has written a dozen travel books, 
including such masterpieces as Naples'44, Golden Earth and A Dragon Apparent. He has also written thirteen novels. 
Lewis regards his life's major achievement to be the reaction to an article written by him entitled Genocide in Brazil, 
published in 1968. This led to a change in Brazilian law relating to the treatment of Indians, and to the formation of 
Survival International, which campaigns for the rights of indigenous peoples. 


