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From Franco Cosimo Panini (Acc) : The Gallery of Maps in the Vatican (Salvatore Settis)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Gallery of Maps in the Vatican 
(Salvatore Settis): 

A Renaissance masterpiece, the Gallery of the Maps is the largest geographical representation ever made. Text in 
English and Italian.

From the Back CoverIn a long bright corridor in the Vatican Palace is one of the world's treasures: the Gallery of 
Maps. Commissioned by Pope Gregory XIII in 1580, the Gallery offers a "walking-tour" of Italy's history through 
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forty richly decorated and detailed map frescoes of Italy and its regions. In this volume, each of the forty maps is 
thoroughly discussed and splendidly illustrated with 143 pages in color. The maps were designed by Egnazio Danti, a 
Dominican monk and well known cosmographer and mathematician invited by Pope Gregory XIII to leave the 
University of Bologna and settle in Rome to undertake the decoration of the Gallery.About the AuthorAntonio Pinelli 
is a professor of modern art history at the University of Pisa. He is the editor of the quarterly "Ricerche di Storia 
dell'arte" and is the author of "La bella maniera," 


