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Siegfried Huigen is Associate Professor of Dutch Literature and Cultural History at the University of Stellenbosch, in
South Africa. His research interests are early modern travel writing and the history of colonial science and scholarship.
He isthe author of De weg naar Monomotapa (1996) and Knowledge and Colonialism; Eighteenth-Century Travellers
in South Africa (2007 and 2009), and (co)editor of several books on South African politics of memory and colonial
discourse. He is currently researching eighteenth-century Dutch representations of the East Indies.Jan L. de Jong did
his Ph.D. at Leiden University and now teaches Italian Renaissance art at the University of Groningen, The
Netherlands. He has published numerous articles on Italian painting and has a manuscript on papal propagandain the
Renaissance set for publication. He edited several volumes of Intersections: Interdisciplinary Studiesin Early Modern
Culture. His current research focuses on reports of visitorsto Italy in the sixteenth century.Elmer Kolfin studied art
history and modern western literature at the University of Utrecht. He got his Ph.D. in art history at Leiden University
and currently teaches art history at the University of Amsterdam. He publishes mainly on seventeenth century Dutch
painting, prints and book illustration. He has initiated and edited a volume on political prints of the Dutch stadtholders
(2007) and co-edited the exhibition catalogue Black is Beautiful. Rubens to Dumas, on the representation of blacksin
Dutch art.

"This excellent collection of essays helps to further a powerful new turn in historical studies related to the production
of knowledge. [...] Asacollected volume, [...] these papers represent the kind of connected global histories that so
many people understandably find exciting. [...] Readers will therefore find this volume an indispensable guide to the
conflicts and absences, as well as positive achievements, of the knowledge networks associated with the VOC and
WIC." Harold Cook, Brown University. In: The Journal of Modern History, Vol. 84, No. 3 (September 2012), pp. 756-
758. "Many scholars of the early modern world will find inspiration here". Martha Chaiklin, University of Pittsburgh.
In: Sixteenth Century Journal, Vol. 43, No. 1, (2012), p. 185. "The Dutch Trading Companies as Knowledge Networks
is afascinating collection of essays that explores the many modes through which various scholars, soldiers, politicians,
artists, religious men, and even one woman, made use of the infrastructure of the Dutch trading companies to grow
European knowledge of the wider world in myriad ways." Anne Good, Reinhardt University. In: Itinetario, Vol. 35,
No. 2 (August 2011), pp. 106-108. "The Dutch Trading Companies as K nowledge Networks shows convincingly that
both the VOC and WIC functioned as quite efficient systems of information gathering stimulating the accumulation of
knowledge, though primarily for reasons of profit and power." Markus P.M. Vink, State University of New York at
Fredonia. In: Journal of Early Modern History, Vol. 15, No. 6 (2011), pp. 587-591.About the AuthorSiegfried Huigen
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